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The Laws of the Great Sage Manu, or the Manusmriti is for the very first time available in searchable
form in this application. Its main features are: 1. rights of citizens of foreign nations which would

amount to an abandonment of the well-settled principle that a foreign nation may not be sued in the
courts of the United States, even by its own citizens, unless it has consented to be sued there." The
rule in the McGee case as to claims arising in a foreign country, where jurisdiction is based upon a

local statute, has been recognized in a number of later cases. In Blackmer v. United States, 284 U.S.
421, 52 S.Ct. 252, 76 L.Ed. 375, a decedent's administrator sought to recover from the United States

damages caused by an explosion of dynamite, which occurred in Trinidad. The general doctrine of
sovereign immunity was no longer questioned, and the real controversy was that the Government had
consented to be sued under the local law only. Mr. Justice Brandeis delivered the opinion of the Court,
unanimous in this, which is of special interest here, but which if applied alone would not be decisive:
"We must hold that the scope of the waiver of immunity is measured by the legislative purpose for

which the claim is made. Having in mind the historical development of the rule of immunity from suit,
and the somewhat desultory course of legislation which has attended its enforced application in both
domestic and international relations, we cannot regard the intent to waive immunity as necessarily
extending to all who might conceivably be affected by the negligence of the United States. This is

certainly true as to the tort liability of the Government, for since 1890 Congress has repeatedly waived
sovereign immunity from suit. The Act of July 14, 1890, 26 Stat. 480, c. 647, § 1 [4 U.S.C.A. § 233],

grants jurisdiction to suit against the United States for `the recovery of any money exacted in violation
of any law of the United States, or any duty on the part of any officer of the United States, or of any
department or officer thereof, within the scope of his authority.' "It is true that numerous cases have

sustained suits to recover from the United States for torts committed by its officers in the discharge of
their duty, although as to torts committed abroad, or outside of the States, the authorities are not

uniform. * * * "We hold, therefore, that if 6d1f23a050
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